The natural history of intravenous catheter-associated phlebitis.
During a controlled evaluation of an intravenous therapy (IVT) team, we had the opportunity to follow up 202 episodes of catheter-associated phlebitis. While the IVT team had a considerable effect on the incidence of phlebitis, the clinical course of this complication was not influenced. More than 40% of catheter-associated phlebitis occurred more than 24 hours after withdrawal of the catheter. Premonitory symptoms were not useful in predicting the development of phlebitis. Factors that influenced the duration of phlebitis included the patient's diagnosis and the administration of vancomycin hydrochloride. The duration of phlebitis was prolonged by delayed removal of the catheter after the development of phlebitis.